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UM CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY DOCTORAL
PROGRAM REACCREDITED
MISSOULA—
University of Montana President Neil Bucklew has been notified that the
accreditation of the UM doctoral program in clinical psychology has been renewed
for five years by the American Psychological Association.
Reaccreditation was based in part on the report of a three-member team that
evaluated the program for the APA during a campus visit May 13 and 14.

The re

port recommended "full approval."
The program, offered by the psychology department and directed by Dr. Janet
P. Wol1ersheim, trains students for careers in teaching, research and clinical
practice.

Students, who must have a bachelor's degree to enter the program,

spend four years of full-time study on campus and a fifth year of internship.
Wollersheim said about 1,000 prospective students inquire about the program
each year, and 250-300 complete applications.

Most applicants are qualified,

but only six to 12 can be accepted because the six-member clinical psychology
faculty can train only about 40 doctoral students at one time.
Even so, Wollersheim said, this program in the College of Arts and Sciences
is the largest Ph.D. program on campus, exceeding in enrollment any in the pro
fessional schools.
(over)
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The program has done a lot to meet the state's mental health needs,
particularly in rural areas, according to Wollersheim.

She pointed out

that in 1971 the state had 19 licensed clinical psychologists in private
and public practice and now it has nearly 100, most of whom are graduates
of the UM program.
The accreditation team's report covered all aspects of the program,
including curriculum, faculty, students, practicum and internships, and
facilities.
According to the report, "The curriculum provides a good balance of
research, academic and practicum experience."
The report noted that all members of the clinical psychology faculty
hold the Ph.D. and are licensed practitioners and said, "The clinical
faculty impress our team as being a highly talented group representing a
wide range of clinical and research interests....

In summary, the

clinical faculty is an enthusiastic group of seasoned professionals who are
committed to the program."
The team wrote that the 17 students they interviewed "believe that there
is a good balance between research and clinical training in the program."
The report said that students receive practical experience working
with clients of the Clinical Psychology Center operated by the program but
called the center's facilities "woefully inadequate."

The team took into

account, however, that the center will soon move from its current location
in an old house to a building for which the 1981 Legislature appropriated
$450,000.

Wollersheim said the new quarters will be ready for occupancy

fall quarter 1983.
(more)
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The report also took note of the $5.5 million Pharmacy-Psychology
Building completed in 1981 and said, "This building, for the most part,
meets the space needs of the jjjsycholog^] department."
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